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any one whom the Chief holds in consideration, he
answers by a slight sigh and makes a sign to him to
be seated. He thanks him for his politeness by a
new howl. At every question which the Chief puts
to him, he howls once before he answers, and when
he takes his leave, he prolongs a single howl until
he is out of his presence.

When the great Chief dies, they demolish his
cabin, and then raise a new mound, on which they
build the cabin of him who is to replace him in this
dignity, for he never lodges in that of his predeces-
sor. The old men prescribe the Laws for the rest of
the people, and one of their principles is to have a
sovereign respect for the great Chief, as being the
brother of the Sun and the master of the Temple.
They believe in the immortality of the soul, and
when they leave this world they go, they say, to live
in another, there to be recompensed or punished.
The rewards to which they look forward, consist
principally in feasting, and their chastisement in
the privation of every pleasure. Thus they think
that those who have been the faithful observers of
their laws will be conducted into a region of pleas-
ures, where all kinds of exquisite viands will be
furnished them in abundance that their delightful
and tranquil days will flow on in the midst of
festivals, dances, and women; in short, they will
revel in all imaginable pleasures. On the contrary,
the violators of their laws will be cast upon lands
unfruitful and entirely covered with water, where
they will not have any kind of corn, but will be
exposed entirely naked to the sharp bites of the
mosquitoes, that all Nations will make war upon
them, that they will never eat meat, and have no



